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Happy Easter! Happy Spring!  Hello everyone, we’ve missed you this long snowy winter.  We are so excited that spring has finally arrived!  
May I begin by thanking all of you for sharing the incredible season last year with Black Pond Farm.  As farmers across the country felt the hardships of an extremely dry summer, we ended up fairing very well. With many dedicated hands transporting watering cans to delicate sprouts, and dragging around muddy sprinklers and hoses in the dawn and dusking hours, our hard work paid off! We even saw some benefits to this hot dry season, with the disappearance of the dreaded tomato blight, hundreds of picture perfect peppers, and a year that ended with tan, strong, and willful workers. In the words of Mr. Wilson, “It’s an ill wind that blows nobody any good.”  While we missed him dearly this season, small lessons like these ring in our ears, guiding and inspiring us every day. (Not to mention his less eloquent refrains like, “gotta wash off the poopie!” or “looks like a damn blind man planted that row…” that are now belted across the fields in my childrens’ attempt at a Canadian accent!)
We have been working behind the scenes to make this upcoming growing season an equally successful year.  Farm equipment has been checked, tuned and repaired. Hand tools are sharpened, coolers cleaned, and your colorful weekly baskets sit empty, awaiting the fresh gifts they will hold. We have staked our gardens and ordered our seeds.  Onions and peas are already in the ground!
My work crew is in place for the season and I am blessed that my children have all chosen to return to workin’ on the farm.  Hannah will resume responsibilities as CSA manager and web site developer.  She will be home in mid- May and can’t wait to get growing! Vermont may be beautiful, but they just don’t have that good Midwestern soil up there.  Like last year, she will juggle a few classes at Akron U along with her full time farm commitment.  

Andrew will be farm manager and arrives home in early May from Tennessee. Although he has become quite the southern gentleman, he will leave behind his bowties, blazers and brothers (fraternity) to return north for summer.  You may hear, “Yes ma'am, Yes sir,” and the occasional “Ya’ll” that have become part of his persona.

Claire will be dancing her way from Michigan to NYC and Toronto for much of the summer, but when she is home, she will be hosting a small farm camp the third week of June. We are SO excited about this educational and fun opportunity for little campers who want to get their hands dirty and see what it really takes to be a farmer. Campers will stay with us for one week, and help out with planting, picking, caring for animals and much more. 
Simon has really never stopped working all year: garden clean up, fence repair, fall plowing, snow control, pruning, etc. When he broke his wrist in the fall he used the down time to sit in his tree stand, watching and learning the habits of whitetail deer.  He wasted no time getting right down to business the first day, first hour of hunting season and shot two deer! Calling in the experts (aka his mother) we field dressed the beautiful 8-point buck and large doe. I remember thinking, “Wow, you really never know what God will put in front of you.” As I worked tirelessly on the huge animals that frigid morning I was very proud of Simon’s marksman skills and thankful to him for providing his family with healthy homegrown venison.   
Ellen will also be helping out this summer.  She is a great tour guide, shuttling people around in the golf cart and showing off the extensive property.  She has also proven to be a gifted bean picker. Probably to her dismay, we are planning on planting LOTS of beans this year, and can never have too many pickers. Go Ellen!
Dr. Todd of course, is the mortar that helps me hold this thing together.  Aiding me every step of the way, he wears countless hats: mechanic, repairman, plowman, organizer, planter, and on and on.  He is willing to break his back, blacken his precious hands and forgo a golf game when we need him.  When I am exhausted, disappointed, or over-worked, he can always fix me. With his support, I am energized and excited for another kick ass season! 
We have also hired Miss Nina Mazzola on a part time basis.  Most of you know Nina as she has helped us for years.  When we travel Nina always “holds down the farm” and we are so thankful to have her on a more routine basis.  

So, that’s the plan!
You’re first pickup will be Tuesday, June 4.  You can visit Black Pond Farm between 3:00 – 7:00pm to pick up your basket.  We will have eggs available for $3.00 per dozen.  

Included is our application for the 2013 growing season.  Please complete and return before May 15.  

A little more business… I want to inform/remind you that Black Pond Farm CSA was created to last five years.  Over Easter we made a bittersweet family decision to stick with that plan.  This is year number four, so next year will be our last.  I wanted to bring that to everyone’s attention because I know the waiting lists for other CSA’s can be a few years.  Please plan accordingly.  We will continue to farm, but just may change directions a bit.

Also, please let us know soon if you plan to not subscribe.  I do have a few families on a waiting list that would appreciate your spot.

We are anxiously waiting and busily preparing for the arrival of warm sunshine, fresh veggies and excited members! See ya’ll very soon.

Warmly,


Lisa

